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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]This article aims at presenting the initial 3 years of a longitudinal project on a practical course of English Phonetics. There are two topics covered: 1) intonation of communicative types of sentences; and 2) intonational styles. The project task is two-fold, i.e. to allow students to pactise these topics more profoundly and to create a database of original and students' samples with metadata. The latter is a potential contribution to a learner corpus.
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Аннотация
Статья посвящена описанию результатов первых трех лет многоэтапного проекта в рамках дисциплины "Практическая фонетика". Содержательно проект охватывает две темы курса: 1) интонация коммуникативных типов предложения; 2) интонационные стили. Методически проект нацелен, с одной стороны, на то, чтобы дать студентам возможность поработать над темами самостоятельно и разносторонне, с другой, – на создание базы данных оригинальных и студенческих аудиозаписей с первичной метаразметкой. 
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1 Introduction
There are some topics in teaching future linguists which are quite controversial as some methodologists think they are obligatory and others would consider them optional. Teaching phonetics is among those controversies (10; 5). 
The Russian educational standard prescribes a practical course on phonetics for four terms (1-2 year, Bachelor's level, Linguistics is major) and a theoretical course for one term. However, the results of these courses are not quite satisfactory sometimes: students neither speak with good pronunciation and intonation, nor they know phonetic concepts (4).
Thus, one possible solution may be operationalized along 1) the methods of teaching, and 2) the materials used.
This article presents the results of a project work during the practical course of English Phonetics and a full description of steps taken. Thus, the overall aim is to show the interplay between a method of a project work and a collection of contemporary audio and video authentic material.

2 Project
Nowadays the method of project is omnipresent in teaching at all levels starting from the kindergarten up to tertiary education and on. According to Google Books Ngram the gradual increase in the usage of the lexeme "project" started around 1920 and continues up to now (Link 1). The linguistic analysis of "project" also gives new insights into the meaning of this concept. Etymology suggests that it means "plan, cause to move forward" (Link 2). The Sketch Engine BAWE corpus search allocates words "manager, team, research" in the concept circle of the word "project" (Link 3).
Thus, here the word project is understood as some planned activity with some tasks interim and the resulting particular outcome. 
Respectively, for a project to be a success it should be carefully planned. Here we go through some key questions to be addressed before launching a project. They are: WHO (who is going to execute the project, all social variables should be thought thoroughly), WHAT (what is the content, what are the particular steps to accomplish the project, what is the interplay between cognitive load for students and their self-regulating learning) and WHY (why do we do the project, what is the result, what are the learning outcomes), and HOW (how we have succeeded, the teacher's evaluation of the work and students' self-reflection).

3 Project procedures
WHO? The project under discussion has been accomplished by 2-year students (during three years). This is the second half of their studying on practical course and it is a good time for them to work on their own and to consolidate what they have achieved so far during the course. 
WHAT? It covers the topics of the third and fourth terms, namely: "Intonation of Communicative Types of Sentences", "Intonational Styles" (this project would not be described here in detail, see for details (8). 
The idea of the project has been triggered by the lack of contemporary material in teaching phonetics. In the last decades we have witnessed a proliferation of hand(text)books in teaching phonetics (overview in 5; 11; 12) however, practically all of them lack the intonational marking which is essential for teaching phonetics. It can be considered an issue, first of all, as, it has always been a Russian tradition to support the audio material with a profound intonational annotation (see 3) and, secondly, quite trivially, the language is changing (see for example, 2) and the books from 20th century may not be very representative nowadays (see the references for the teaching programmes now where 1; 7; 9 are listed).
Thus, the overall task has been to collect the necessary learning material through this project. Students have to "listen" to podcasts (they can choose any podcast within three big podcast resources Links 4-6) and pick up three types of communicative sentences assigned to them beforehand. Then they cut the original utterance, and afterwards they record themselves pronouncing the same sample. All files have specific titles, e.g. Ivanov_general_orig, Ivanov_general_read: where Ivanov is a student's surname, general – a communicative type of a general question; orig – an original audio; read – the version recorded by the student. The last stage is to describe all needed metadata: what the podcast is, link, what the date is it is broadcast, who the host is, the timing of the utterance, and the transcript of it (see example (1) below). 

(1) #1 General Question (https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06tlr2h). 
04 December 2018. 1800 Seconds on Autism. 
What are you ‘obsessed’ with? Robyn and Jamie talk to autistic people who just love Doctor Who and train timetables. 

Would you like me to do that? (4:36-4:38) это время в аудиофайле (НС)

All these 7 files prepared by a student (3 original audio pieces, 3 recordings and a description file) are uploaded to MISIS LMS system (Canvas).
The task was individual and it should have been completed during the term step by step as we proceed with the topics of all communicative types (statements, special, general, disjunctive and alternative questions, exclamations, interjections and phatic sentences). 
The idea of project as a team work is realized here in the way that the teacher stands out as a manager of the team work and all results are shared with the group. Before planning the tasks of the project the cognitive load of each step is estimated (see 13) and can be easily manipulated to increase the intrinsic and germane perspectives of self-regulating learning of a student (ibid.) and to decrease their extraneous load.
To be more concrete, let us consider the 1st step: to choose the podcast. The students may go through some podcasts to find an example of a general question. Some students have reported that they were absorbed in checking the podcasts as they had no idea about their diversity. Their extraneous load has been reduced, on the one hand, by the 3 links provided. So, they do not have to think where they have to look for the podcast. On the other hand, within these 3 resources students feel much freedom to pick up any podcast.
At the same time this step internally (a germane perspective) has formed (as I have predicted and expected) a mental construct of the searching strategy. One can be looking through many items to pick up what they need and like, the other being is to pick up the first utterance and be able to predict where you find the needed utterance (at the end or at the beginning of the podcast) and deliberately search there.
WHY? The most interesting and challenging stage in planning the project is to think of the intended learning outcomes (14). In this project I have operationalized the tasks as follows:
1) Searching for the material: to learn the searching strategies and find the optimal one for this task.
2) Working with the material (instrumental side): to learn technically how to cut an audio file and how to have a good quality recording of your speech.
3) Working with the material (content side): to listen to the original speech, match what you know from the course (canonical intonation contours on e.g. general questions) and what you hear in reality; to improve listening skills (listen to various materials, decipher the types, make a transcript).
4) Describing data: to be disciplined and particular about the metadata, referencing and storing the data, to keep to the deadlines.
5) Reflexing: to talk about your experience, sharing the results with the classmates.
HOW? My idea in the project is to compile the database which I am using in teaching phonetics. That is why the only criterion of a successful project work is that all is done and is done according to the requirements. The intended learning outcomes are reflected by the group and the project is considered to be fulfilled.
Conclusions
The project work in general is very beneficial for both students and teachers and advantageous as it can be longitudinal and multifaceted. The described project is ongoing and will be extended to intonational annotation of acquired data. There is a great potential of an oral learner corpus to be created (see the list of some corpora here Link 7) which can be utilized in a variety of ways (6) for teaching and studying purposes. 
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