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Железняков Денис/ Zhelezniakov Denis, Пономарева Галина/ Ponomareva Galina The self-
identification conflict of New Zealanders: a case study of the referendums on the change of the 
national flag/ Проблема самоидентификации у новозеландского населения на примере 
референдумов о смене государственного флага

The report is devoted to the conflict of self-identification of New Zealanders on the example of the 
referendums on the change of the national flag. This problem is relevant in the context of 
globalization. The aim of the work is to find out the causes of self-identification problems among 
the New Zealanders.

According to the stated problems, a following set of scientific methods has been applied:

- a survey method that reveals directly the causes of self-identification problems;

- a method of focus-group research in order to introduce the issue under consideration and to find 
out the audience's opinion on the stated problems.

The conducted study makes it possible to formulate the following conclusion: the self- 
identification problem of New Zealanders is primarily related to their controversial historical past, 
and this problem is quite acute.
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